Hardest Hit Campaign Key Messages

1. Don’t take our independence

Disability Living Allowance (DLA)

· Disabled people rely on DLA to cope with the extra costs of living with an impairment – costs like care and support needs, specially adapted transport, and home adaptations. The money helps us retain our independence and quality of life.
· The Government wants to cut the DLA budget by only granting it to “those with the greatest need”.  It is introducing an assessment to determine who has the greatest need. 
· Those of us who do not meet this threshold will lose not only the money, but also our independence, our quality of life, and even our health. In some cases, losing DLA means our carers can no longer receive benefits either.

· We are particularly concerned that the Government is still considering removing the “Mobility Component” of DLA from people who live in residential care. This means they’ll no longer receive money to pay for transport costs. 

We call on the Government to ensure that no disabled person loses his or her independence as a result of these changes. 

2. Keep your promises

Work Capability Assessment 

· The Government is re-testing everyone on Incapacity Benefit to see if they are able to work or not. It has promised that those of us who cannot work will not be forced to do so, and those of us that need help to return to work will get that help.
· The Government is breaking its promise.  It is using a flawed test – the Work Capability Assessment – for the retesting process, and this means that too many people are found ‘fit for work’ when they are not. 
· If we are placed on the wrong benefit stream, we will NOT get the support we were promised.
We call on the Government to keep its promise to provide the right support, by improving the Work Capability Assessment.

Contributory Employment and Support Allowance (CESA)

· “Contributory Employment and Support Allowance” is a benefit given to people who have had to stop work due to ill health or disability, but who are well enough to return to work at some point. It is only given to those who have paid sufficient National Insurance Contributions during their working life. 

· The Government is proposing to limit the period of time for which people can receive this vital benefit to just one year
· Some disabled people will be able to return to work, but many will need more time and support to do so. The Department for Work and Pensions estimate that 94 per cent of disabled people will take longer than a year to find work. This means that many who remain unemployed after these 12 months will lose all benefit support. 

We call on the Government not to introduce this arbitrary one year time limit.  

3. Don’t push us into poverty

Universal Credit

· We welcome the new Universal Credit as a simpler approach to benefits, but we're worried disabled people will be pushed into poverty under the system.

· Under the Universal Credit system, people who return to work will be able to earn a certain amount before benefits start to be withdrawn; how much people can earn is yet to be decided.

· We believe disabled people should be allowed to earn a higher amount before benefits are withdrawn, since our impairments push up our cost of living and leave us twice as likely to live in poverty. 

· Carers and parents of disabled children also face additional costs, and must not lose out in the new system.  
We call on the Government to ensure the Universal Credit recognises the additional costs of living with a disability. 

What we want to achieve
1. No cuts to services vital to disabled people.   

2. The Government to ensure that changes to Disability Living Allowance do not make disabled people worse off. 
3. The Government to ensure that Employment and Support Allowance works by improving the assessment process. 

4. The Government to ensure that the welfare system supports people with the additional costs of living with a disability.
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